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Twin Cottonwoods Journal 
Newsletter of the Plainsman Museum 

 
Message from the Director 

 
Things at the museum are moving forward at a good 
pace. The challenges we have had to face did not hold 
us back, but did in fact inspire us to look ahead with 
anticipation for the summer months.  
 

The Bates House 
will be ready to 
reopen to the 
public on June 8th! 
The restoration 
done by Paschke 
Bros. and KEN 
Roofing has really 
transformed the 
house.  Bob and 

Roberta Cool have assisted in the redecorating and the 
donation of period furniture by Bud Pence has truly 
brought life back to the historic home.  Period gardens 
have also been planted with the help of Val Oswald, 
Lynne Nylander and Prairie Plains Institute. Thank 
you to the following donors for making this project 
possible:  The Sunderland Foundation (Overland Park, 
KS), Bernard K & Norma F. Heuermann Foundation, 
Robert and Bethel Kolar Charitable Trust, Dr. James 
and Mabel Woodard Trust, Myrl and Bessie Mather 
Foundation, Butch and Nancy Furse, and Mike and 
Glenda Hawthorne. 
 
The Mold Remediation Project in the Wesley 
Huenefeld Agricultural Building has been a long 
journey, but there is finally light at the end of tunnel.  
Though there is much more to do, we feel that the 

building’s transformation will be well worth the wait.  
The spray insulation and painting in the Main Exhibit 
Hall, Shop and Attic are complete.  The work that Eric 
Joseph and his crew with Midwest Spray Foam & 
Custom Insulation has really helped to give the building 
a new look and make it more energy efficient. 
 
Our main focus now is on helping to celebrate Aurora’s 

150th Anniversary! For 
the occasion, we offered 
commemorative t-shirts 
designed especially for 
this celebration by 
Kathryn Larson and 

printed by Dog Pound 
Designs of Aurora High 
School. A special video 
entitled “Aurora.  Look 
No Further.” is 
currently in production 
and will be gifted to the 
City of Aurora on June 
19th.   
 

I invite you to review our calendar of events, and follow 
us on Facebook for all the exciting events coming up 
this summer and into early fall.   
 

As always, thank you for your support, 
 

Tina Larson 
Executive Director 

  

The Bates House 
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Invest in the Community while Investing in the Museum 
 

 

One of the ways to support the preservation of the 

history of Hamilton County is to 

include a provision in your will that a 

share of your estate will be distributed 

to the Plainsman Museum and the 

Hamilton County Historical Society. 

Instead of a will, you may have planned 

your estate through a revocable trust. A 

transfer to the museum and historical 

society from your trust will bring you 

the same tax and planning benefits as a 

bequest from a will. This gift may be made directly 

to the Historical Society’s endowment fund, or you 

may wish to set up a Charitable Bequest with the 

Hamilton Community Foundation. 

All contributions have potential income tax as 

well as estate and gift tax incentives. For more 

information you can visit the Hamilton Community 

Foundation website, www.hcfne.org, or call 402-

694-3200. 

 

 
 

BATES HOUSE REOPENING! – JUNE 15, 2021 
 

The wait is over! Starting June 15, 2021, the newly renovated Bates House will 
be reopened to the public! We at the Plainsman are so very grateful for the 
countless hours of dedication given to this project by local businesses and our many 
volunteers. We wish to give a special thank you for structural renovations on the 
Bates House to Paschke Bros. Construction and K.E.N. Roofing, Home Repair and 
Remodeling. We would also like to thank Val Oswald, Lynne Nylander and Prairie 
Plains Institute for the period gardens around the house. Thank you to the following 
donors for making this project possible:  The 
Sunderland Foundation (Overland Park, KS), 

Bernard K & Norma F. Heuermann Foundation, Robert and Bethel Kolar 
Charitable Trust, Dr. James and Mabel Woodard Trust, Myrl and Bessie 
Mather Foundation, Butch and Nancy Furse, and Mike and Glenda 
Hawthorne.  
 

THANK YOU ALL, SO MUCH! 
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GET YOUR MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP!
Your membership helps to support the Plainsman 
Museum’s work to preserve the story of Hamilton 
County, NE, while also allowing you access to 
exclusive benefits.  The giving spirit of individuals 
ensures that our mission continues for future 
generations. 
 
Fill out the form below to select the membership(s) 
you would like to purchase. Forms may be sent to the 
museum by mail at: Plainsman Museum, 210 16th 
Street Aurora, NE 68818 

All checks or money orders are to be made payable 
to: Plainsman Museum, 210 16th Street, Aurora, 
NE 68818 
 
For more membership information, or to pay for 
your membership online, visit our membership 
page at: 
https://www.plainsmanmuseum.org/membership  
 

Thank you for your support!

 
 

Personal Information 
 

Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________ City: _____________________ 

State: _____ Zip: _______ Email: ________________________________________________ 

Membership Options 
Check the box(es) below for the membership(s) you would like to purchase. 

 
Membership Become Renew Gift 

Individual - $20.00    
Dual - $30.00    
Family/Grandparent - 
$40.00 

   

Century Club - $100.00    
Lifetime Plus – Lifetime 
membership + $100.00 
sustained giving 

   

Liftetime - $1,000.00    
 
Gift Membership Recipient(s) Mailing Address(es): 
 
Name: _____________________________________ Address: ______________________________________ 

Name: _____________________________________ Address: ______________________________________ 

 

Total Enclosed: $ __________________ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events at the Plainsman Museum! 
 

 
AURORA’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY – JUNE 19, 2021	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On June 19, 1871, a small company of founders met under the famous twin cottonwood trees 
near Lincoln Creek, and officially chose “Aurora” as the name of the town! In honor of this 
historic year for our beloved town, the Plainsman Museum is selling limited edition commemorative 
t-shirts.  At the request of the City of Aurora administration, the Plainsman Museum staff have 
collaborated with B&B Productions to produce a special historic film entitled, “Aurora. Look No 
Further.” exploring the events leading to the founding of our town. Additional support for this project 
is provided by the Hamilton Community Foundation. Public live viewings of the film will be held 
throughout A’ROR’N Days, and an online version will also be made available on the City of Aurora 
website. We will post a link to the online version on our own website and Facebook page once it’s 
released. 

 
HAPPY 150 YEARS AURORA, NE! 

 
To order your commemorative t-shirt and celebrate Aurora’s 150th Anniversary in style, check 

out our online shop on the Plainsman Museum’s official website. We have options for both 
adults and children! HURRY! T-SHIRT SALES WILL END AFTER A’ROR’N DAYS ON 

SAT., JUNE 26, 2021. ORDER BEFORE JUNE 11, 2021 TO GUARANTEE SHIPPING 
BEFORE A’ROR’N DAYS! 

 
Plainsman Museum official t-shirt shop link - https://www.plainsmanmuseum.org/shop 
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The Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild Quilt Show – June 24, 25 & 26 

Join us for the Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild’s annual quilt show! 
This year’s show is entitled, “Artists Among Us.” The quilt show 
will be open during regular museum business hours, and 
admission will be $5.00*. For more information about the quilt 
show, call one of the following Quilt Guild members: 
 

Jeanette, 402-694-3680 
Claire, 402-694-3526 

 
*All admissions to the Plainsman Museum for June 24-26 will be taken by the Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild. Admissions 
include both the quilt show and all open Plainsman Museum exhibits! The $5.00 admission fee taken by the Quilt Guild 
also applies to all museum members. 
 
“Aurora. Look No Further.” Film Event – June 24, 25, 26 & 27 
We’ve been so excited to work with B&B Productions to bring you all a special film event celebrating 
the founding of our town! The film is entitled, “Aurora. Look No Further.” and will be showing at 
the 12th Street Cinema during A’ROR’N Days. The film is being done at the request of City of Aurora 
and with support from Hamilton Community Foundation. An online version will also be available for 
viewing on the City of Aurora website. We will post a link to the online version on our own website 
and Facebook page once it is ready. Join us for this very special “journey through yesterday!”  
 
Film Showing Information: 
Where: 12th Street Cinema, 1121 M St., Aurora, NE 68818 
Admission: FREE 
When: Thursday, June 24, 2021 – 4:00PM & 6:00PM 

Friday, June 25, 2021 – 4:00PM & 6:00PM 
Saturday, June 26, 2021 – 9:00AM 
Sunday, June 27, 2021 – 2:00PM 
 

Community Works Exhibition – September 1-30 
RETURNING FOR A LIMITED TIME! Be sure to join us as the Plainsman Museum once again 

presents Community Works – a special collaborative 
exhibition done with the Smithsonian’s “Museum on 
Main Street” program. The exhibition tells the story of 
work throughout Hamilton County’s history. Generous 
support for Community Works is provided by: 
Humanities Nebraska, the Bernard K. and Norma F. 
Heuermann Foundation, the Myrl S. and Bessie Evans 

Mather Foundation, and Hamilton Community Foundation. 
 
Day on the Farm – September 12, 1:00PM – 4:00PM 
Come to the museum on Sunday, September 12 for our annual “Day 
on the Farm”! See some of our local farmers, artisans and craftsman 
teach our agricultural history through their skilled trades, and enjoy 
some tasty homemade treats! A baked good auction will also be 
taking place. 
 

“Aurora. 
Look No 

Further.” 


