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MUSEUM HIGHLIGHT:  !
THE FABRIC OF DREAMS 

 
Earl & Margie (Augspurger) Oswald were married December 
23, 1934.  
  
Before that day, Margie spent many loving hours choosing 
fabric, cutting shapes, trying out various arrangements and 
designs, and more hours painstakingly embroidering and hand-
stitching, covering every seam with feather-stitching, cross-
stitching, and other fancy stitches inspired by the task.   !
When she was done, she had a honeymoon robe and 
nightdress that reflected her love and hope for the future with 
her new husband and the family they would have. In the years 
between 1934 and 2018, the robe was lost and then found more 
than once - most recently by her daughter-in-law Pat. Jim and 
Pat Oswald donated this family keepsake this June. !
When you read this story of family keepsakes lost and found, 
think of the our Museum and how carefully, painstakingly they 

care for and preserve the history of these objects.  They aren't really objects, are they? 
They are stories - of us, of the human experience, stories of life in the Great Plains. Read 
the whole story at plainsmanmuseum.org/blog  

TERENCE DUREN SHOW NE PASSPORT RECAP CRAZY QUILT ROBE BACK TO SCHOOL
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Terence Duren - The Art of A Prodigy - Sept 13-15

Terence Duren was born in 1904, an only child whose mother died before 
he was a year old.  Raised by his father and his Aunt Camilla, he contracted 
polio at the age of five, was bedridden for more than a year, unable to walk 
for nearly two years, and permanently lost use of his left arm between 
elbow and shoulder.  !
During this time of what had to be mind-bending boredom for a 5 year old, 
Terence's father brought him a box of crayons and a tablet of paper.  This, 
Duren said as an adult, was the moment he realized he was an artist. !
Nebraska Passport Update

Only a month to go, NE Passport holders, and boy have we seen the traffic. 
May - 268  / June - 408 / July - 447 / Aug - 413 (as of the 28th) = 1536 so 
far! 1536 visitors have stamped in person, and more than 1,000 more who 
have used the app to “stamp” their books!  The program ends 9/30, so any 
NE passport holders who haven’t been to the Plainsman, now’s the time - 
get your stamp and free gift!

2018 Back to School All Staff Luncheon 
August 7, Aurora Public Schools  
August 14, Hampton Public, Hampton Lutheran, Giltner

A great time was had by all as we - in partnership with the Aurora Chamber 
- treated our county educators and their admin and support folks with a 
buffet lunch and a relaxing stroll around the boardwalk.  THANK YOU to 
all the dedicated  people in Hamilton County who teach our children well!

!

!
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In Search of Bob and Belle

In the mood for local human interest stories? The Plainsman Blog is the 
place to go! This October look for our 10-part blog series on the 
adventures of two middle aged women, one from Florida and one from 
Hamilton County who are journeying all the way to Scotland to uncover 
the stories of two of the most prominent Hamilton County founders and 
their families - John Laurie and James Waddell. 

But don’t have to wait until October! Read how Robin Johanson, great-
great granddaughter of both John and James (their children Bob and Belle 
got married), accidentally discovered her Hamilton County roots in the 
blog story “Floridian's Surprise”. Then find out what she and DawnMarie 
Moe, Plainsman Volunteer, have planned  in  the blog story “A Journey 
Through Yesterday”.

IN-KINDness (to our volunteers)

A quick and easy way to help the museum’s daily operations: Pick one of 
these items drop it by - simple donations really add up! We need 8.5 x 11 
manila file folders, copy paper, toilet paper, and paper towels. !
Tax-deductible “in-kind” items promote the health and safety of our 
volunteers.  Thank you so much to Carolyn Solander for her donation of a 5’ 
ladder!  Two more would really help out the volunteers who do so much work 
for us.  New or very gently used will keep them safe!

CALLING ALL CHRISTMAS TREES!

Want to decorate a tree for your self or your business to be part of the 
Plainsman’s 42nd Winter Wonderland of Trees?  Get your name on the 
map starting in September - we’re limiting this year’s display to 50 trees, 
so don’t delay letting us know.  

FALL SNEAK PEEK
SEPTEMBER Exhibit of Terence Duren sketches, valentines and oil - Sept 13-15

OCTOBER 10-part series: Bob and Belle’s Big Adventure on the Plainsman blog

NOVEMBER Craft Fair 2018 - Nov 3 
Veterans Day     - Nov 11, 156 veterans in the Honor Book, Military Exhibit 

DECEMBER Winter Wonderland of Trees   -  Dec. 1 to 31 
Christmas on the Boardwalk   - Dec. 17 

!
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PLAINSMAN MUSEUM 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
LOCATION:  210 16TH STREET, AURORA NE 68818  
PHONE : 402-694-6531             
WEB: www.PlainsmanMuseum.org               
EMAIL: plainsman@hamilton.net             

BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF                                                !
President: Paula Johnson Executive Director:  Tina Larson                                                        
Vice President: Eric Lohrmeyer Building Supervisor:     Norm Schachenmeyer                                           
Secretary: Linda Ohlson Communications /                                                        
Treasurer: Glenn Spiehs  Newsletter Editor: DawnMarie Moe                                                       
Members: Tessa Burgener                          
 Rhonda Grosshans LIKE US ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER                                                               
 Jimmy Hough @plainsmanmuseum                                                                      
 Brenda Klawonn                                          
 Stephen Knudsen                                          
 Gary Ross                                          
 Therese Runion                                          
 Betty Van Luchene                                         
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